
MINUTES OF BELLEVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MEETING 
HELD THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2020 AT 7:00 A.M., 

BELLEVILLE VILLAGE HALL – 24 W. MAIN ST. 
 

MINUTES 
 

Members Present:  Nicole Brauer, Mike O’Connor, Melissa Francois, Marie Barry, Pam Yoder, Scott Hayes, Bronna 

Lehmann, Geoff Wilbourn, and Roger Hillebrand.  Absent:  Rick Francois, Ryan Yakowicz, and Gale Hellpap. 

 

A. Call Meeting to Order:  Chairperson Brauer called the meeting to order at 7:02 a.m.  
 

B. Approval of Minutes from March 12, 2020 
 
Mike O’Connor made a motion to approve the minutes from March 12, 2020.  Melissa Francois seconded.  Motion 
passed. 
  

C. Acknowledgement of Visitors:  Judy Bacha, Kyle Knott, Emilie Schada, and Brian Wilson 
 

D. Update regarding COVID-19 Public Health Emergency 
 

Brian Wilson reported that the Supreme Court had overturned the Governor’s Stay-at-Home Order.  Wisconsin League 

of Municipalities is discussing the ramifications of this on local governments.  WEDC has reopening guidelines for 

businesses based upon industry on their website.  Kyle Knott has sent that information out to businesses and posted 

it on the Village Facebook page.  COVID-19 does not seem to be slowing development of new homes and businesses 

at this time.   

 

Regarding events, Brian reported that the Chamber had cancelled the community garage sale.  The planned 50-mile 

race for Memorial Day weekend was cancelled as well.  Community Club is still trying to decide if the picnic will be 

held this August.  The Brother Love Music Festival in July is also up-in-the-air at this point.   

 

Bronna Lehman reported that curbside services by the Library will continue into June. 

 

Pam Yoder reported that Summer School has not been decided upon yet by the School District.  The pool will not be 

opened this summer and the playgrounds remain closed.   

 

Brian added that the Food Pantry is offering services through curbside pickup and that will continue through the end 

of September per USDA requirements. 

 

E. 2020 Census Update – Bronna Lehman 
 

Bronna Lehman reported that nationally there has been a 59% response rate so far to the online census reporting.  
Wisconsin has a 66% response rate.  Belleville has had an 80% response rate.  The deadline to complete the census 
form online has been pushed back until fall.  
 

F. Economic Development Website Update and Review – Kyle Knott 
 
Brian Wilson shared a screen of the new Economic Development website while Kyle Knott answered questions and 
comments.  The ability to show available sites for residential, commercial, and industrial sites was highlighted.  Kyle 
discussed the available property entry form that was provided.  The form will be sent to developers with available 



land and as those are returned that data will be entered on the website.  Discussion was had regarding making the 
form a fillable pdf and including the ability for respondents to link photos to the form.  It was noted that resource links 
should include the Chamber of Commerce, WEDC, and the prospectus for the restaurant association members.  The 
members of the EDC were encouraged to continue reviewing the site and send feedback to Kyle.  Marie Barry noted 
that some of the links seemed broken such as the one to the Market Analysis.  Kyle will review and fix those issues as 
found.  Marie also suggested including TID information on the website.   
 

G. Strategic Planning Update 

a. Attract New Restaurant 

Brian reported that the prospectus will be hosted on the new website and shared with the Restaurant Association.  
He does not expect much movement for new restaurants during the pandemic.  However, Johnny O’s, a pizza 
restaurant has gone into the former Tano’s Pizza location.   

b. Funding Options with Economic Development Organizations  

Application for WEDC funds has been delayed as there has been no further movement on the Park Hotel site.  That 
was a proposed redevelopment for a restaurant so the current pandemic has likely sidelined that project as well. 

c. Communications/Outreach Plan  

Brian discussed that the draft communications plan created by Gale Hellpap will be updated and implemented by 
 new person that will be hired for the Economic Development and Marketing Specialist position.          

H. Development Updates 

Brian provided a written report regarding development activities.  He commented that he was surprised that façade 
improvements have not started as yet even though the businesses are closed right now.  Discussion about new 
locations for the Village entry signs were discussed.   

I. Other Business  

Marie commented on businesses offering delivery services into the Village.  She asked about seeing if they will 
continue those services as they begin reopening.    

J. Set agenda for next meeting on June 11, 2020 

Next agenda will include ongoing matters.  Brian suggested having Kristi Smith from SBDC or someone from WEDC to 
join one of our meetings to discuss business resources.  Scott Hayes suggested inviting the new pizzeria owner to 
attend one meeting.     
   

K. Adjournment 
 
Motion was made by Scott Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mike O’Connor.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Brauer adjourned the meeting at 8:15 a.m. 
 


